
















SONOMA LOCAL AGENCY FORMATION COMMISSION 
111 SANTA ROSA AVENUE, SUITE 240, SANTA ROSA, CA 95404  

(707) 565-2577 
www.sonomalafco.org 

 
APPLICATION: PUBLIC MEMBER AND PUBLIC MEMBER ALTERNATE 

 
 

Candidates for the position of public member or public member alternate must complete 
this application and provide a current resume. If necessary, you may attach additional 
response pages. Please type or print in ink. All application materials must be received 
on or before Friday, April 15, 2022.  
 
Application For: __x__ Public Member (Regular)  ____ Public Member - Alternate 
 
Date:  March 31, 2022   

Name:  Jean A. Kapolchok   

Mailing Address: 1500 Manzanita Avenue Santa Rosa, CA 95404      

Phone (1):  _707-526-8939_________   

Phone (2)707-953-

3059__________________________________________________________________  

E-mail:   jkapolchok@sbcglobal.net  

Length of residence in Sonoma County:  48 years; 4 months  

Are you an officer or employee of the County, a city or special district within Sonoma County? 

No  

Please describe your educational background: Periodic land use and CEQA course work; 

University of California, Berkeley, CA:  Extensive course work in Urban and Regional Planning; 

Sonoma State University: Extensive course work in Planning and Environmental Studies; 

Sonoma State University: MA in Philosophy/Psychology; Bridgewater State College: BA in 

Psychology    

   

   

   

   

Present occupation:   Land Use Planning Consultant   

Employer Name: Self employed: J. Kapolchok & Associates  

Due to your current employment or occupation, do you anticipate any conflicts of interest 

regarding decisions you will be asked to make as a LAFCO member? If so, please explain.  

Yes.  There will be occasions when I would have been engaged as a consultant on a land use 

project that will come before LAFCO for consideration. When those situations occur I will not 

engage with staff prior to the hearing, represent my client in front of the Commission, or contact 



Sonoma LAFCO Public Member Application  Rev. March 2022 

any Commissioner. Furthermore, I will recuse myself from the public hearing by physically 

removing myself from the room or leaving the Zoom meeting. I make every effort to keep such 

conflicts to a minimum.    
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List community service activities/memberships on boards, commissions, committees, including 

names of organizations and dates of service.  

Sonoma County Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO) 1997 - present   

Goodwill Industries of the Redwood Empire, Board of Directors/Executive Officer 2006 - present   

Golden State Land Conservancy, Board of Directors 2018 - present   

Sonoma County Agricultural Preservation and Open Space District Authority/Fiscal Oversight 

Commission 1999 - 2014   

City of Santa Rosa Design Review Board, past member; Burbank Housing Board of Directors 

1986 - 2000   

Sonoma County Alliance, past member   

Other interests: Travel; languages particularly Italian; Interior Design; Dress Design; hiking; 

exercise; reading; wine tasting; performing arts  

   

   

   

   

   

Have you attended LAFCO meetings? If so, when? Yes. I currently serve as the Commission 

Public Member.  I have also served as the Commission alternate Public Member.  Previous to 

serving as a Commissioner I attended as a professional consultant on land use items.   

   

   

Please explain your qualifications for the position and reasons for serving on Sonoma LAFCO. 

I have served as a LAFCO Commissioner for approximately 25 years. I enjoy reviewing and 

assessing the matters that come before LAFCO, interfacing with staff and working with my 

fellow Commissioners, including the alternates.  Given my profession, I offer a technical 

expertise both in ordinance interpretation, policy and CEQA review. LAFCO has expanded their 

role tremendously over the years.  LAFCO no longer operates as an adjunct agency to the 

Sonoma County Administrator’s Office and has taken a leadership role particularly as regards 

Fire District consolidations. LAFCO was also a fair and thoughtful arbiter in the dissolution of the 

Palm Drive Health District. There are a number of challenges facing LAFCO in the future such 

as the completion of Fire District consolidation, participating to the extent allowed in assuring 

their fiscal soundness.  Water and the formation of water districts is an issue on the horizon, 

potentially updating Spheres of Influence and updating MSRs. Potential annexation of areas 

south of Roseland and one day shrinking the number of islands in the city of Santa Rosa also 

lies ahead.  
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From your perspective, explain the purpose of LAFCO, its role and responsibilities.  

The fundamental role of LAFCO is to ensure orderly development and the provision of services. 

LAFCO also plays an important role in the protection of agricultural lands. LAFCO is not a land 

use agency.  The actual use of land is derived from the General Plans of the nine cities within 

the Sonoma County.  LAFCO regulations help ensure a pattern of city-centered growth, which, 

in turn, guards against urban sprawl.   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 
 


























