
























SONOMA LOCAL AGENCY FORMATION COMMISSION 
111 SANTA ROSA AVENUE, SUITE 240, SANTA ROSA, CA 95404 

(707) 565-2577 
www.sonomalafco.org 

APPLICATION: PUBLIC MEMBER AND PUBLIC MEMBER ALTERNATE 

Candidates for the position of public member or public member alternate must complete 
this application and provide a current resume. If necessary, you may attach additional 
response pages. Please type or print in ink. All application materials must be received 
on or before Friday, May 16, 2025.  

Application For: ____   Public Member (Regular)   
____   Public Member – Alternate 
__X__ Both 

Date:  May 14, 2025 

Name:  Carole Cooper 

Mailing Address:   

Phone (1):  

Phone (2):  ___________________________________________________________________  

E-mail:

Length of residence in Sonoma County:  41 years

Are you an officer or employee of the County, a city or special district within Sonoma County?

No 

Please describe your educational background:

Master of Public Administration (MPA), Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public Affairs,

Syracuse University, Syracuse, NY; Bachelor of Arts (BA), Barnard College, New York, NY;

Elementary Teaching Credential, Dominican University, San Rafael, CA 

Present occupation:   Retired administrator 

Employer Name: Local Agency Formation Commission of Sonoma County 

Due to your current employment or occupation, do you anticipate any conflicts of interest 

regarding decisions you will be asked to make as a LAFCO member? If so, please explain. 

I do not anticipate any conflicts of interest. 
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List community service activities/memberships on boards, commissions, committees, including 

the names of organizations and dates of service.  

-   Currently active in my homeowners’ association as area co-chair of COPE (Citizens 

Organized to Prepare for Emergencies); prior service as HOA board president  

-   Currently on wait list to work with mentee within Sonoma County Library Adult Literacy 

Program  

-   Pre-pandemic: Tutor at Steele Lane Elementary School via United Way Schools of Hope 

program  

-   Prior volunteer work in schools (through 2003): Leadership roles with parent associations at 

Maria Carrillo High School, Rincon Valley Middle School, Mark West School District   

-   President, Project Graduation, Maria Carrillo High School   

   

   

   

   

Other interests: Family, including two grandchildren; water aerobics and water yoga at Sonoma  

County YMCA in Santa Rosa; cooking/baking; doing crossword puzzles, jigsaw puzzles; social 

time with friends   

   

   

   

   

Have you attended LAFCO meetings? If so, when? Yes, for 19 years when I was the Sonoma   

LAFCO Assistant Executive Officer. Since retirement, I have followed Sonoma LAFCO via the   

Commission website and meeting agendas/reports.   

Please explain your qualifications for the position and reasons for serving on Sonoma LAFCO. 

Having served as the Assistant Executive Officer of Sonoma LAFCO for 19 years, I believe that 

I am knowledgeable about LAFCO, its goals, and purposes, as stated in the Cortese-Knox-

Hertzberg Act, and its importance in promoting efficiency and effectiveness in providing public 

services. I would bring substantial experience to the role of Commissioner, have a short learning 

curve, and, because I am not associated with a particular group or point of view, can represent 

the public without bias. For a number of years, I served on the CALAFCO Legislative Committee 

where I enhanced my knowledge of the state law that governs LAFCO actions and can bring 

that experience to the Commission as its Public Member. I have written or participated in writing 

many of Sonoma LAFCO’s policies and procedures and, for all of my time as Commission staff, 

prepared, monitored, and made recommendations regarding the Commission budget. I will bring 

all of these assets to the role of Public Member.   
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From your perspective, explain the purpose of LAFCO, its role and responsibilities.  

     As stated in Part 1, Chapter 1 of the Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Act (CKH), it is the policy of the 

State of California to encourage orderly growth and development, to support the social, fiscal, 

and economic well-being of the State; to discourage urban sprawl; to preserve open-space and 

agricultural lands; and to promote the efficient provision and/or extension of public services. The 

vehicle for achieving these objectives is a single agency in each county – a LAFCO – that, 

because it is local, is aware of and knowledgeable about community service needs and priorities 

as well as local circumstances, conditions, financial resources.  

     LAFCO, whose members include representatives from the county, cities, special districts, 

and the public, has the authority to establish local government agencies as well as annex 

territory to, and detach territory from, these agencies. Additionally, LAFCOs establish spheres of 

influence (SOIs) for cities and special districts, review these periodically to determine whether 

the spheres should be maintained or amended after conducting reviews (municipal service 

reviews) based on factors enumerated in CKH. Further, LAFCO can approve new or extended 

services outside an agency’s boundaries or SOI.  

     A number of years ago, Sonoma LAFCO, cities, districts, and the County acted to make 

LAFCO SOIs, cities’ voter-approved Urban Growth Boundaries, and the “urban service area” 

boundaries of cities and districts in the Sonoma County General Plan largely coterminous, 

actions which supported orderly growth and development in the County, in accordance with the 

Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Act.   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 





CAROLE L. COOPER 

Address:  

Contact:  

 

Educational Background 

Master of Public Administration (MPA), Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public AOairs, 
Syracuse University, Syracuse, NY 

Bachelor of Arts: Government, Barnard College, New York, NY 

Elementary Teaching Credential, Dominican University, San Rafael, CA 

 

Relevant Work Experience 

Assistant Executive O/icer, Sonoma Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO), June 
2001 – June 2019 

Implemented requirements of state law governing Sonoma LAFCO’s operation and 
Commission policies and directives: 

- Researched and wrote reports on spheres of influence and annexations 
- Wrote municipal service reviews of local agencies 
- Analyzed environmental documents: categorical exemptions, negative declarations, 

environmental impact reports 
- Reviewed and analyzed general plans, specific plans, area plans, reports and 

recommendations of other governmental agencies re: projects submitted to LAFCO 
for review and consideration 

- Interacted with members of the public re: applications/ potential 
applications/LAFCO involvement, providing expertise, information, guidance 

- Coordinated with staO from Permit Sonoma (Comprehensive Planning, Project 
Review, Engineering, Well & Septic), other County departments/agencies, nine 
cities, and independent special districts  

- Developed agendas for, attended, provided in-depth staO 
reports/recommendations for Commission, Budget, Policy Committees  

Member, California Association of LAFCOs (CALAFCO) Legislative Committee, 10+ years. 

 Comprised of both elected oOicials who were LAFCO Commissioners from throughout CA 
and a small group of staO from among the 58 LAFCOs, the Committee worked with state 
legislators and legislative staO to refine, clarify, and, at times, add language in state law to 
define LAFCO responsibilities. 



CAROLE L. COOPER 

Other Prior Work Experience 

Budget Analyst (Extra Help), City of Santa Rosa Planning Department, Santa Rosa, CA 

Elementary School Teacher/Substitute Elementary Teacher, Santa Rosa, CA 

Consultant, Booz Allen Public Administrative Services (subsidiary of Booz Allen & Hamilton 
Management Consultants), Washington, D.C. 

Research Assistant, Brookings Institution, Washington, D.C. 

Research Assistant, National Association of Counties, Washington, D.C. 

 

Volunteer Service 

Area co-chair, Citizens Organized to Prepare for Emergencies (COPE) [homeowners 
association]; prior service as HOA president 

Tutor, Steele Lane Elementary School, Santa Rosa, CA [United Way Schools of Hope 
program] 

Leadership roles, various parent-teacher associations: Maria Carrillo High School, Rincon 
Valley Middle School, Mark West School District; president, Project Graduation  
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