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 Resolution No XXXX        
 
 111 Santa Rosa Avenue, Ste. 240 
 Santa Rosa, CA 95404  
 
 November 5, 2025              
 
Resolution of the Local Agency Formation Commission of the County of Sonoma, State 
of California, Making Findings and Determinations, Determining Exemption from the 
California Environmental Quality Act, Adopting the Determinations of File # 2025-10 and 
Amending the Sphere of Influence of the Sonoma Valley County Sanitation District 
Adding Two Parcels: APN: 052-382-002 and APN: 052-382-004 No. 2022-01  
  
 

RESOLVED, that the Local Agency Formation Commission of the County of 
Sonoma (“the Commission”) hereby finds and determines as follows: 
 
1.  Study and Procedural History 
 

1.1 The Sonoma Valley Fire District, with the approval of the Sonoma Valley 
County Sanitation District, requested that Sonoma LAFCO amend the sphere of 
influence of the Sanitation District to include two parcels of land on Arold Drive in El 
Verano so that the Fire District could seek annexation of the parcels to the Sanitation 
District in order to receive sanitation service for a new fire station. 

 
1.2 The Executive Officer determined that the Commission would comply with 

California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”) and the State CEQA Guidelines by 
acting as the lead agency in its consideration of the Sphere of Influence Study. The 
Executive Officer further determined that the Sphere of Influence Study is exempt 
pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines Sections 15306 and 15061(b)(3). 

 
1.3 The Executive Officer prepared a Sphere of Influence Study (File # 2025-

10) making determinations for the five criteria required by the Cortes-Knox-Hertzberg 
Act. The Executive Officer furnished copies of the Study to all persons entitled to copies 
under the Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Act. 

 
1.4 The Commission considered the Sphere of Influence Study on October 1, 

2025. At the hearing, the Commission heard and received all relevant oral and written 
testimony and evidence presented or filed and considered the Study and the CEQA 
determinations. All interested persons were given the opportunity to hear and be heard.  

 
1.5 At the conclusion of public testimony, the Commission discussed the 

Study and the environmental effects of the Study and voted to adopt the determinations 
of the Study and to amend the Sonoma Valley County Sanitation District’s Sphere of 
Influence as recommended in the Study.  
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1.6 The Commission has reviewed and considered this resolution and hereby 
finds that it accurately sets forth the intentions of the Commission with respect to the 
Study. 
 
2.  CEQA Compliance 
 

2.1 The Commission concurs with the Executive Officer’s CEQA 
determinations for the Study and Sphere of Influence Amendment and finds and 
determines that the Study and amendment is not a project subject to CEQA. If the Study 
and Sphere of Influence Amendments could be considered a project, it is exempt from 
CEQA under State CEQA Guidelines Sections 15306 and 15061(b)(3). 

 
2.2 The Commission finds and determines that preparation of a Sphere of 

Influence Study consists largely of the collection of data and research through reports 
and/or interviews with those knowledgeable about the Agency studied, resulting in 
conclusions and recommendations. When such activities “do not result in a serious or 
major disturbance to an environmental resource,” pursuant to Section 15306 of the 
State CEQA Guidelines, is exempt from CEQA.  

 
2.3 The Commission finds and determines that amending the Sphere of Influence 

of the Subject Agency is exempt from CEQA pursuant to Section 15061 (b)(3) of the 
State CEQA Guidelines, which states that CEQA applies only to projects that have the 
potential for causing a significant effect on the environment. Amendment to the sphere 
of influence of the District will not result in a physical change to the environment in and 
of itself. Any future actions for change of organization would be further subject to 
separate environmental determination. Where it can be seen with certainty that there is 
not a possibility that the activity in question may have a significant effect on the 
environment, the activity is not subject to CEQA.  

 
2.6 The Commission has considered the potential environmental effects of the 

Proposal prior to reaching its decision on the Proposal. The Commission finds that, in 
doing so, it has fully discharged its responsibilities under CEQA for the Proposal. 

 
3.  Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Act Compliance 
 

3.1 The Commission makes the following findings and determinations with 
respect to the Sphere of Influence Study: 

 
Present and Planned Land Uses In the Area  
 
3.1.1 The properties proposed for inclusion in the District’s sphere of influence 

are zoned for rural residential purposes, with one existing residence on 
one of the parcels.  The Sonoma Valley Fire District has recently 
purchased the parcels and has secured funding to construct a new fire 
station on the site, replacing the existing Fire Station #2 on Center Street 
in the unincorporated community of El Verano.  
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3.1.2 Sonoma Fire is in the process of seeking entitlements from Permit 

Sonoma and is seeking connection to the Sonoma Valley County 
Sanitation District. There is potential to serve the site with an on-site septic 
system, but that option is less than optimal. 

 
3.1.3 The parcels recommended for inclusion in the District’s Sphere of 

Influence are not open space lands and are not being used for agricultural 
production. 

 
Present and probable need for public facilities and services. 
  
3.1.4 The District is serving current customers adequately and has facilities that 

are suitable to meet the demands of projected growth. 

3.1.5 While the two parcels recommended for inclusion in the District’s sphere 
of influence in anticipation of annexation could be served by an on-site 
septic system it would be more appropriately served by the District. 

Present capacity of public facilities and adequacy of public services provided by 
the agency.   

 
3.1.6 Sonoma Valley County Sanitation District does not have any localized or 

systemic collection system capacity limitations, has adequate treatment 
plant capacity and capability for current and projected needs, and is not 
limited by treated wastewater outflow constraints. 

3.1.7 The District is under an order to address the condition of its collection 
system broadly in order to limit rainwater inflows but has a capital plan and 
is making investments in the system. 

Social or economic communities of interest.   
 

3.1.8 There are no designated communities of interest proximate to the borders 
and sphere of influence of the District. 

Present and probable need for services to disadvantaged communities. 
   

3.1.9 Independent special districts are exempt from Disadvantaged 
Unincorporated Community annexation provisions. Additionally, there are 
no identified Disadvantaged Unincorporated Communities proximate to 
the District’s borders or sphere of influence. 

.  
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3.2 Based on the foregoing findings and determinations and the record of 
these proceedings, the Commission finds and determines that the Study and Sphere of 
Influence Amendments are consistent with the intent of the Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Act 
and the purposes of the Commission, as expressed in Government Code §56001 and 
§56301. The Commission further finds, therefore, that adoption of the Determinations in 
the Study and amendment of the District’s Sphere of Influence is appropriate. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, based on the foregoing findings and determinations and 
the record of these proceedings, and pursuant to the Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Act, the 
Commission hereby declares and orders as follows: 
 

1. The foregoing findings and determinations are true and correct, are supported 
by substantial evidence in the record, and are adopted as hereinabove set 
forth.  

2. The Commission has reviewed and considered the information contained in 
the final Sphere of Influence Study for the Sonoma Valley County Sanitation 
District. 

3. The Commission adopts the determinations made in the Sphere of Influence 
Study and approves the recommended amendments to the Sphere of the 
District. 

 
The Clerk of the Commission is designated as the custodian of the documents and 
other materials that constitute the record of the proceedings upon which the 
Commission’s decision herein is based. These documents may be found at the office of 
the Clerk of the Commission, 111 Santa Rosa Ave., Ste. 240, Santa Rosa, CA, 95404. 
 
THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION was introduced at a regular meeting of the 
Commission on the 5th day of November 2025 and ordered adopted by the following 
vote: 
 
COMMISSIONERS:   
 
Ayes:   
Noes:    
Abstain  
 

WHEREUPON, the Chair declared the foregoing resolution adopted and 
 
 SO ORDERED. 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Mark Bramfitt, Executive Officer 
 
 
The within instrument is a true and correct copy of the original on file in this office. 
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ATTEST: 
 
 
 
BY: ___________________________ 
       Clerk 


