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ANALYSIS  
 

 
Overview 
 
At the request of the Sonoma Valley Fire District and with the concurrence of the 
Sonoma Valley County Sanitation District, staff has prepared a Sphere of Influence 
Study for the Sanitation District. 
 
The Sphere of Influence study evaluates the District across a set of factors required by 
the Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Act and concludes that the sphere of influence should be 
made amended to include two parcels on Arnold Drive in El Verano that are owned by 
the Sonoma Valley Fire District.  These parcels are slated for development of a new fire 
station for the district, replacing a facility a short distance away that is not fit for service. 
 
Staff is requesting that the Commission review the study and consider a resolution that 
would adopt the determinations in the Study and amend the District’s sphere of 
influence as recommended. 
 
The Public Review Draft of the study is attached (Attachment 1). The study includes a 
set of determinations, which in turn forms the basis for a draft resolution (Attachment 2), 
for the Commission to consider adopting at the November 5, 2025 meeting.  
 
Environmental Determinations 
 
Staff contends that the preparation of a Sphere of Influence Study is exempt from 
CEQA review pursuant to Section 15306 of the State CEQA Guidelines, because 
preparation of the report does not result in a serious or major disturbance to an 
environmental resource. 
 
Staff further contends that amending the Sphere of Influence of the Subject Agency is 
exempt from CEQA pursuant to Section 15061 (b)(3) of the State CEQA Guidelines, 
which states that CEQA applies only to projects that have the potential for causing a 
significant effect on the environment.  
 
Amendment to the sphere of influence of the District will not result in a physical change 
to the environment in and of itself. Any future actions for change of organization would 
be further subject to separate environmental determination. Where it can be seen with 
certainty that there is not a possibility that the activity in question may have a significant 
effect on the environment, the activity is not subject to CEQA. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
 
Staff recommends that the Commission consider adopting the determinations set forth 
in the Public Review Draft of the Sphere of Influence Study for the Sonoma Valley 
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County Sanitation District, and further that it approve an amendment to the District’s 
sphere of influence as recommended in the report. 
 
Staff has prepared a draft resolution (Attachment 2) for the Commission’s consideration. 
 
If the Commission has comments or recommended changes to the Study that require 
amendments to determinations, staff recommends that those changes be made, and the 
adoption of a resolution be considered at a later date. Changes made to the body of the 
study (not involving the determinations) can be made administratively. 
 
Attachments: 
 

1. Sphere of Influence Study for the Sonoma Valley County Sanitation District; 
public review draft. 

2. Draft resolution adopting determinations of study and amending the sphere of 
influence of the District. 


