SONOMA LOCAL AGENCY FORMATION COMMISSION

DRAFT MEETING MINUTES
Board of Supervisors Chambers
575 Administration Drive, Santa Rosa 102A
Wednesday, March 4, 2026

2:00 P.M.
Commissioners Alternate Commissioners Staff
James Gore Ed Hodges Mark Bramfitt, Executive Officer
Susan Harvey, Vice Chair .
Mark Hemmendinger, Chair Bill Norton Verne Ball, Legal Counsel
Rebecca Hermosillo Jeff Okrepkie Cynthia Olson, Administrative Analyst
Richard Holmer David Rabbit Kasandra Bowen, Commission Clerk

Nance Jones
Sandra Lowe

PUBLIC NOTICE: Pursuant to state law, any writings or documents provided to a majority of the
members of the Commission regarding any item on this agenda after the posting of the agenda and not
otherwise exempt from disclosure will be made available for public review at 111 Santa Rosa Ave Ste 240
Santa Rosa CA during normal business hours and on the Commission’s website at
https://sonomalafco.org/meetings-and-agendas and upon request at Kasandra.Bowen@sonoma-

county.org

Any writings or documents provided to a majority of the members of the Commission less than 72 hours
prior to this meeting will be made available on the Commission’s website at
https://sonomalafco.org/meetings-and-agendas and upon request at Kasandra.Bowen@sonoma-

county.org

If the supplemental materials are made available to the members of the Commission at the meeting, a
copy will be available for public review at the same address and at the Commission meeting itself.

For accessibility assistance with any of the meeting documents, please contact Sonoma LAFCO at (707)
565-2577 or through California Relay Assistance at 711.

AGENDA

1. Call to Order by the Chair at 2:00pm with Hemmendinger, Hermosillo, Jones, Okrepkie,
Holmer and Lowe with alternates Norton and Hodges. Commissioner Gore arrived at
2:02pm

2. Public Comment: Bradly Rush 1977 Marsh Rd — wanting an update on the application.

3. Consent Calendar:
3.1 Meeting Minutes: February 4th, 2026

3.2 File 2026-03 Northeast Santa Rosa Reorganization No 22-01 (Garrettson)
Environmental: Categorical Exemption Section 15319

Approved as written and as recommended by Staff
Motion: Hermosillo
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Second: Okrepkie
Ayes:7

Noes: 0

Abstain: 0

Commissioner Hemmendinger has recused himself from the next item and assigned
Commissioner Lowe as the interim Chair. Commissioner Norton has stepped in for
Commissioner Hemmendinger.

4. Public Hearings:

4.1 Sonoma County Fire District Reorganization No. 2026-01 (Rancho Adobe Fire
Protection District and County Service Area 40 — Fire Services)
Environmental Review: Exempt pursuant to Sections 15320 and 15061 (b)(3) of
the State CEQA Guidelines

Commissioner Gore: never take money off the table regarding taxes and revenue for the
already underfunded fire districts with a response from the Executive Officer being that there are
no options being taken off the table and it is up to the Commissions discretion. Commissioner
Lowe is questioning whether they taxes have “sunsets”.

Public Hearing Opened: 2:15

Ron Busch — Chief of Sonoma County Fire District — two ambulance services will be in service
as on July 1. Sonoma Valley Fire and Rancho do not have sunset on the taxes. Currently doing
shared services between the districts in preparation for this transition. This is going forward
without additional funding — it will be using Measure H and as well as tax revenue.

Jeff Eloquite — Chief Rancho Adobe Fire District — administratively, and operationally this
consolidation is the correct move towards providing the best possible service.

Commissioner Gore: Would you consider the board positions to be held by people who live in
those areas

Ron Busch — not doing regional elections currently but there are 4 seats becoming available
shortly.

Public hearing closed at 2:30pm

Approved as recommended by Staff with slight language change on page 2 of the Resolution.
Motion: Okrepkie

Second: Holmer

Ayes: 7

Abstain: 0
Noes: 0

5. Regular Calendar: none

6. Information/Report Items (Commissioner Hemmendinger returns)



6.1 Executive Officer’s Report: none
6.2 Legislative Affairs:

Bill Seeking CALAFCO Sponsorship: LAFCO Authority to Direct Annexations to
Address Water and Wastewater Deficiencies

An environmental rights non-governmental agency continues to seek
sponsorship of legislation to amend Sections 56375 and 56430 of the
Government Code (CKH) that would grant LAFCOs the authority to initiate
annexations to cities and special districts for the purposes of addressing water
and wastewater service deficiencies. The group has amended the proposal
seeking to direct LAFCOs to identify areas with deficient water and wastewater
services and report these to the State.

CALAFCO is declining to sign on as a bill sponsor. As the legislation has not
been introduced there is not yet an opportunity to take a formal position in the
legislative language.

Commissioner Holmer: This is potentially creating a huge issue for special districts.
Commissioner Lowe: Is there room for specifications in the Bill that could potentially assign it
regionally.

6.3 Selection process for Alternate Public Member — alternate is reaching the end of
his first 4 year term, there is a policy in place that would allow the commission to
re-appoint if only one term has been served. Advised by legal counsel to direct
staff to have a meeting with the Chair.

7. General Announcements

8. Confirm Meetings
Commission Meeting: April 1, 2026, at 2:00 p.m. meeting is confirmed
Commissioner Gore is recusing himself from Alexander Valley Proposal that is going to
be heard at the April 1 meeting.

Commissioner Hermosillo: is there an update on CALAFCO and our position. EO Current
structure on regions has been contained, board seats have remained the same and that EOs
are able to hold a board seat.

9. Adjourned at 2:48pm

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in a
LAFCO meeting, please contact the LAFCO Clerk at 707.565.2577. Notification at least 48 hours prior to
the meeting will assist LAFCO staff in assuring that reasonable accommodations are made to provide
accessibility to the meeting.

Pursuant to Government Code Section 84308, if you wish to participate in the proceedings indicated on
this agenda, you or your agent is prohibited from making a campaign contribution of $250 or more to any
Commissioner or Alternate Commissioner. This prohibition begins on the date you begin to actively
support or oppose an application before LAFCO and continues until three months after a final decision is
rendered by LAFCO. If you or your agent has made a contribution of $250 or more to any Commissioner



or Alternate Commissioner during the 12 months preceding the decision, that Commissioner or Alternate
Commissioner must disqualify himself or herself from the decision in the proceeding. However,
disqualification is not required if the Commissioner or Alternate Commissioner returns that campaign
contribution within 30 days of learning both about the contribution and the fact that you are a participant in
the proceedings. Pursuant to Government Code Sections 56700.1 and 81000 et seq., any person or
combination of persons who directly or indirectly contributes $1,000 or more or expends $1,000 or more
in support of or in opposition to a change of organization or reorganization that will be or has been
submitted to the Sonoma Local Agency Formation Commission must comply, to the same extent as
provided for local initiative measures, with reporting and disclosure requirements of the California Political
Reform Act of 1974. Additional information can be obtained by contacting the Fair Political Practices
Commission at (916) 322-5660.
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