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Staff 
 

Susan Harvey, Acting Chair  Bill Norton Mark Bramfitt, Executive Officer 
Rebecca Hermosillo Jeff Okrepkie Verne Ball, Legal Counsel 
James Gore David Rabbit Cynthia Olson, Administrative Analyst 
Nance Jones  Ed Hodges Kasandra Bowen, Commission Clerk 
Sandra Lowe   
Rich Holmer   
   

PUBLIC NOTICE: Pursuant to state law, any writings or documents provided to a majority of the 
members of the Commission regarding any item on this agenda after the posting of the agenda and not 
otherwise exempt from disclosure will be made available for public review at 111 Santa Rosa Ave Ste 240 
Santa Rosa CA during normal business hours and on the Commission’s website at 
https://sonomalafco.org/meetings-and-agendas and upon request at Kasandra.Bowen@sonoma-
county.org 

Any writings or documents provided to a majority of the members of the Commission less than 72 hours 
prior to this meeting will be made available on the Commission’s website at 
https://sonomalafco.org/meetings-and-agendas and upon request at Kasandra.Bowen@sonoma-
county.org 

If the supplemental materials are made available to the members of the Commission at the meeting, a 
copy will be available for public review at the same address and at the Commission meeting itself. 

For accessibility assistance with any of the meeting documents, please contact Sonoma LAFCO at (707) 
565-2577 or through California Relay Assistance at 711. 

AGENDA 

1. Call to Order by the Executive Officer at 2:00pm with Commissioners Hermosillo, 
Rabbitt, Norton and Hodges present.  

 
Commissioner Hermosillo appointed as chair for this meeting. 
 
Motion: Rabbitt  
Second: Norton 
 
  

 
2. Public Comment: None 
 
3. Consent Calendar:  

 
3.1 Meeting Minutes: June 3rd, 2026, moved to August 8, 2026 meeting 
 
3.2 File 2026-08 Sonoma Valley County Sanitation District Annexation No. 25-0312 

(Adan)  
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Environmental Review: Exemption Sections 15303(d) New Construction or 
Conversion of Small Structures and 15301(b), Existing Facilities  
 

3.3 File 2026-06 Northeast Santa Rosa Reorganization No 20-001 (Bowden) 
Environmental Review: Exemption Section 15319(a) and (b): Annexations of 
Existing Facilities and Lots and Section 15304(f): Minor Alterations to Land 

 
Moved and approved as written and as per recommended by staff  
Motion: Hodges 
Second: Norton 
Ayes: 4 
Noes: 0  
Abstain: 0  
 
 
4. Public Hearings:  

 
4.1 File 2026-04 Southwest Santa Rosa Reorganization No 24-01 (City of Santa 

Rosa)  
Environmental Review: Exemption Section 15319(a) Annexations of Existing 
Facilities and Lots and Section 15303(d) New Construction or Conversion of 
Existing Structures 

 
Staff presented the City of Santa Rosa's proposal to annex 34 parcels located south of Bellevue 
Avenue, including Barbara Drive, Eddy Drive, and Robin Way, and detach the area from the 
Sonoma County Sheriff's Office service area. The territory will remain within the South Park 
Sanitation District under an existing agreement. Upon annexation, police and fire services will 
transfer to the City of Santa Rosa, while sanitation services will continue through the South Park 
Sanitation District. 
Staff explained that the annexation is intended to address drinking water contamination 
identified by the State Water Resources Control Board in the Robin Way area. Following state 
investigations, annexation and connection to the City's water system were determined to be the 
most effective long-term solution. State funding will cover water infrastructure improvements 
and service connections for 29 affected parcels, while five additional parcels along Bellevue 
Avenue may connect at the owners' expense. 
Staff found the proposal exempt from CEQA and recommended approval of the reorganization, 
filing of a Notice of Exemption, and scheduling of the required protest proceedings. 
During Commissioner comments, a question was raised regarding whether the Commission's 
Disadvantaged Unincorporated Communities (DUC) policy applied because the project exceeds 
10 acres. Staff explained that, although the area is larger than 10 acres, it is not currently 
designated as a disadvantaged unincorporated community under the Commission's policy. Staff 
also noted that annexation was determined by the participating agencies to be the preferred 
long-term solution for addressing the water system issues and creating a logical city boundary. 
No further questions or public comments were received. 
 
Moved and approved as recommended by Staff 
Motion: Rabbitt   
Second: Hodges 
Ayes: 4 
Noes: 0 
Abstain: 0  



  

 
 
5. Regular Calendar:  

 
5.1 Grand Jury findings and recommendations to Sonoma LAFCO and responses 

Environmental Review: Not a Project under CEQA 
 
The Executive Officer presented draft responses to the Sonoma County Civil Grand Jury's 
findings and recommendations for Commission review and approval. Staff explained that the 
responses were prepared in consultation with County Counsel and reviewed with the 
Commission Chair to meet the required submission deadline. Once approved, the responses 
will be transmitted to the Civil Grand Jury under a cover letter from the Chair. During 
Commission discussion, members acknowledged that some of the Grand Jury's findings 
reflected a misunderstanding of LAFCO's role and responsibilities. Commissioners emphasized 
the importance of using the report as an opportunity to improve public education and 
transparency to help prevent similar misunderstandings in the future. Staff noted that significant 
time had been spent responding to the Grand Jury's inquiries and stated that, despite some 
recommendations being viewed as based on incomplete information, the report also identified 
opportunities to improve public access to information and strengthen Commission processes. 
No additional comments were received. 
 
Moved and approved as recommended by Staff 
Motion: Hodges 
Second: Norton 
Ayes: 4 
Noes: 0 
Abstain: 0  

 
5.2 Disadvantaged Unincorporated Community Policy Adoption 

Environmental Review: Not a project under CEQA 
 
The Executive Officer presented the revised Disadvantaged Unincorporated Communities 
(DUC) Policy, incorporating changes previously requested by the Commission. Staff noted that 
while the policy was ready for consideration, additional work remained on identifying alternative 
income data sources and evaluating the Moreland area. Staff outlined several options, including 
adopting the policy as written, referring additional refinements to the Policy Committee, or 
conducting further analysis with consultant assistance. 
During public comment, representatives from Permit Sonoma, Moreland Neighborhood Action, 
and community residents thanked the Commission and staff for incorporating public feedback 
and improving the draft policy. Speakers expressed support for the revised policy while 
recommending further refinement regarding population density, alternative income data 
sources, geographic boundaries, and transparency. Residents also emphasized the importance 
of community inclusion and continued consideration of the Moreland neighborhood. 
Commissioners expressed support for adopting the policy while continuing to refine it. 
Discussion focused on evaluating additional income data sources, clarifying density and 
geographic boundary criteria, and determining whether consultant assistance would be 
beneficial. Staff indicated that additional research would be conducted in coordination with 
Permit Sonoma and the Office of Equity, with recommendations first being reviewed by the 
Policy Committee before returning to the Commission. The Commission reached consensus to 
adopt the policy while directing staff to continue refining the identified issues and return with 
recommended amendments at a future meeting. 



  

 
Moved to approve policy with direction to staff 
 
Motion: Rabbitt 
Second: Norton 
Ayes: 4 
Noes: 0 
Abstain: 0   

 
6. Information/Report Items  

 
6.1 Executive Officer’s Report: None  

 
6.2 Legislative Affairs: None 

 
6.3 Alternate Public Member Selection Ad Hoc report  

 
7. General Announcements  

 
8. Confirm Meetings  

Commission Meeting: August 5, 2026, at 2:00 p.m.  
Meeting Confirmed  
 

9. Adjournment at 2:49pm  
 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in a 
LAFCO meeting, please contact the LAFCO Clerk at 707.565.2577. Notification at least 48 hours prior to 
the meeting will assist LAFCO staff in assuring that reasonable accommodations are made to provide 
accessibility to the meeting. 

Pursuant to Government Code Section 84308, if you wish to participate in the proceedings indicated on 
this agenda, you or your agent is prohibited from making a campaign contribution of $250 or more to any 
Commissioner or Alternate Commissioner. This prohibition begins on the date you begin to actively 
support or oppose an application before LAFCO and continues until three months after a final decision is 
rendered by LAFCO. If you or your agent has made a contribution of $250 or more to any Commissioner 
or Alternate Commissioner during the 12 months preceding the decision, that Commissioner or Alternate 
Commissioner must disqualify himself or herself from the decision in the proceeding. However, 
disqualification is not required if the Commissioner or Alternate Commissioner returns that campaign 
contribution within 30 days of learning both about the contribution and the fact that you are a participant in 
the proceedings. Pursuant to Government Code Sections 56700.1 and 81000 et seq., any person or 
combination of persons who directly or indirectly contributes $1,000 or more or expends $1,000 or more 
in support of or in opposition to a change of organization or reorganization that will be or has been 
submitted to the Sonoma Local Agency Formation Commission must comply, to the same extent as 
provided for local initiative measures, with reporting and disclosure requirements of the California Political 
Reform Act of 1974. Additional information can be obtained by contacting the Fair Political Practices 
Commission at (916) 322-5660.  
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