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Staff Report 
 
Meeting Date: August 5, 2026 

Agenda No: Item No. 4.1 

Agenda Item Title: Southwest Santa Rosa Reorganization No 24-01 (City of Santa 
Rosa) Protest Hearing 

LAFCO File No: 2026-04 

Applicant(s): City of Santa Rosa 

Proposal: Public hearing to consider protests for a reorganization 
proposal involving annexation of 34 parcels totaling +/- 15 
acres, to the City of Santa Rosa and detachment from Sonoma 
County Fire District and County Service Area No. 41 (Multi-
Services)  

Location: Parcels located along Barbara Drive, Robin Way, Eddy Drive, 
Moorland Avenue, and Bellevue Avenue  
Generally located north of Neville Way, west of Highway 101, 
east of the SMART tracks on the southern side of Bellevue 
Ave in unincorporated Sonoma County.  

General Plan: 
 
 
Environmental 
Determination 

County – RR5 with a zoning of RR-B6 5, RC 50/25.   
City – R-1-6 and R-2 Medium Density 
 
Exempt under State CEQA Guidelines Section 15319(a) 
Annexations of Existing Facilities and Lots and Section 
15303(d) New Construction or Conversion of Existing 
Structures 

Staff Contact: Cynthia Olson 
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Analysis  
 

 
Background  
 
At its July 1, 2026 meeting, after noticing and conducting a public hearing, the 
Commission approved a reorganization of territory involving the annexation of 34 
parcels, totaling approximately 15 acres, to the City of Santa Rosa (“the City”) and 
detaching the territory from the Sonoma County Fire District and County Service Area 
No. 41 (Multi-Services) (“the Proposal”). The affected territory is generally located north 
of Neville Way, west of Highway 101, east of the SMART train tracks on the southern 
side of Bellevue Ave in unincorporated Sonoma County.  
 
Commission Authority 
 
In accordance with provisions of the Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Local Government 
Reorganization Act of 2000, the Commission is designated as the conducting authority 
for a protest hearing. State law requires the Commission to conduct noticed public 
protest hearings for proposals when not all landowners within the affected territory have 
consented to the proposal and/or the affected territory is determined to be inhabited 
(more than 12 registered voters). In this case both conditions apply.  
 
Notice of the protest proceeding was published in the Press-Democrat, posted on the 
Commission’s website and mailed, in English and Spanish, to all landowners and 
registered voters within the affected territory.  
  
The purpose of the protest hearing is to receive oral and written protests from 
landowners and voters within the affected territory regarding the proposal. For protests 
to be considered in ascertaining their value, they must be written; contain identifying 
information; and dated and submitted between the date of publication of the hearing 
notice on July 5, 2026, and the close of the protest proceeding on August 5, 2026. 
For inhabited territory, the statute requires that the Commission take one of three 
actions: 
(1) Terminate the proceedings if 50% or more of the registered voters residing within 

the affected territory file and do not withdraw their protests (majority protest) 
(2) Order the change of organization or reorganization subject to confirmation by the 

registered voters residing within the affected territory if written protests have 
been filed and not withdrawn by either of the following: 

a. At least 25 percent, but less than 50 percent, of the registered voters 
residing in the affected territory.  

b. At least 25 percent of the number of landowners who also own at least 25 
percent of the assessed value of land within the affected territory.  

(3) Order the reorganization without an election if either (1) and (2) above do not 
apply. 
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Current Status of Protests 
 
As of the writing of this report, staff has not received any protests. Staff does not 
anticipate there will be a sufficient number of protests by the close of the protest hearing 
to either terminate the proceedings or order an election.  
 
Recommendation 

 
 

Conduct a protest hearing, receive any additional written protests and confirm the total 
number and type of protests as of the close of the protest hearing. 
 
If as anticipated, the number of protests is deemed insufficient as stated in state law, 
staff recommends the Commission adopt the draft resolution (Attachment 1) finding 
there to be insufficient protest and confirming the Commission’s approval of the 
proposal.  
 
Attachments 

 
 
1. Draft Resolution 
 


