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LEAGUE oF WOMEN VOTERS

Mark Bramfitt, LAFCO Executive Director, mark.bramfitt@sonoma-county.org
November 7, 2023

Subject: Proposal to Form an Alexander Valley Water District i
Dear Mr. Bramfitt,

The League of Women Voters of Sonoma County considers high water quality

essential for maintaining public health, species populations and biodiversity. We

support protection of lakes, estuaries, wetlands, riparian areas and in-stream

flows; measures that reserve stream flows for protection of fish and wildlife

habitat and other in-stream and riparian uses; and assessment of economic, (

social, and environmental costs and benefits of water projects. Transparency is

essential, and documents that present clear, concise information must be made !

readily available to the public. |
]
|

The League also supports the desire of the Russian River Property Owners

Association (RRPOA), who are presenting this proposal, to participate in the multi- |
agency efforts at coordination to protect, fund and allocate water resources within their
boundaries on the Upper Russian River.

The League, however, has concerns about the current proposal for the formation

of an Alexander Water District:

1. We question the timing of this proposal to form the Alexander Valley Water

District when the Potter Valley Project remains unsettled. The new water
district, if approved, would allocate water of an unknown quantity. The
formation of a district that allocates an unknown amount of water is premature
when considering the uncertainties of drought and effects of climate change and
the unknown future of water supply given yet to be determined changes to the
Potter Valley Project.

It is unclear whether all the stakeholders have been informed and are
knowledgeable about the proposal. Has information been readily available to
the public-and are small landowners aware of this proposal? The proposal
designates that only agricultural owners of parcels over five acres would be
eligible to participate in governance of their own water supply.

How this district would operate is unknown. For instance, would there be
blanket permitting, how would priorities for use be determined, under what
circumstances would water availability be curtailed, how will beneficial uses be
protected?

555 Fifth Street, Suite 300 O, Santa Rosa, CA 95401
(707) 546-5943 www.lwvsonoma.org



4. Is there a better solution to allocating water released from Lake Mendocino for
consumption by residents and agriculture while still maintaining species
populations as required by law? Have historical water rights been studied as an
alternative? How will smaller landowners be included?

Thank you for your attention to these concerns.

e KJ /}\/'

Donna Roper, president
League of Women Voters of Sonoma County

Cc: Senator Mike Maguire, senatormcguire@senate.ca.gov
Rebecca Wachsberg rebecca.wachsberg@sen.ca.gov
Jason Liles <Jason.liles@sen.ca.gov>




