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Dear Chair and Members of the Commission, 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments regarding the proposed formation of the 

Alexander Valley Water District (AVWD). With the proposed decommissioning of the Potter 

Valley Project, northern Sonoma County faces an unprecedented water supply crisis. Cloverdale 

recognizes that the creation of special district can provide our agricultural neighbors with a 

necessary mechanism to collectively fund infrastructure, manage interior water shortages, and 

partner in regional solutions. However, we share many of the serious concerns raised the 

Commission and its staff throughout the process about the proposed application.  

 

Cloverdale shares a hydrologic footprint with the proposed district, and may be significantly 

impacted by its creation. If the Commission decides to approve the proposal, we strongly urge 

the commission to make approval contingent upon the strict compliance with the following terms 

and conditions:  

 

Confirm Exclusion of Cloverdale From District 

 

We understand that the written application identifies that the City of Cloverdale is excluded from 

the boundaries of the proposed AVWD. However, the quality of the draft maps makes this 

difficult to confirm. The resolution of approval should explicitly exclude these areas from 

AVWD’s boundaries.  

 

Support for the Independent GSA Prohibition 

 

Cloverdale strongly supports the language prepared by LAFCO Staff regarding Groundwater 

Sustainability Agency (GSA) participation and management. A successful GSA requires 

cooperation and coordination from all users, and must be based on the needs of the basin. 

Allowing the proposed AVWD to potentially act as a GSA raises numerous concerns about 

institutional capacity and fairness.  

 

Additionally, while the City does not take a position about whether or not AVWD should be 

permitted to utilize a landowner-voter system, allowing an agency with such structure to serve as 

the GSA potentially sidelines the needs of residential uses and raises numerous concerns 

regarding equity.  

 

We fully support the binding condition as written by LAFCO staff: 

“The District is authorized to participate in a Joint Powers Authority that would act as the 

Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) for the two groundwater basins... The District shall 

not act as a GSA in any capacity, except as a member of a Joint Powers Authority.” 

 

Restriction on Extraterritorial Operations.  

 

The proposed District requests the right to contract for and distribute an allocation of imported 

water to its interior agricultural users, and to seek surface water and groundwater storage 



opportunities to serve properties within the District. However, Cloverdale opposes the AVWD’s 

proposal to allow it to “to serve properties outside the District that are served by existing 

pipelines, reservoirs and wells within the District.” We request such language be removed from 

any resolution of approval.  

 

At this time, there are no details about the amount of imported water AVWD would seek, the 

storage facilities it intends to build, the scope of existing infrastructure serving properties outside 

the District, or the volume of water needed to serve those properties. If the proposed AVWD is 

approved, the District should return in the future with a more detailed proposal and seek approval 

from LAFCO for such extraterritorial services at that time when it can be properly reviewed.   

 

Recognition of Subbasin Interconnectivity and Data-Driven Stewardship  

 

While the City of Cloverdale is technically excluded from the AVWD boundary map, our 

municipal wells pull from the exact same Cloverdale Area Subbasin. Pumping and recharge 

activities on one side of an arbitrary boundary line directly alter the water tables on the other. As 

a municipality heavily reliant on long-term water security, Cloverdale takes its responsibility as a 

manager of our shared groundwater subbasin seriously. Our recently adopted Urban Water 

Management Plan outlines a highly responsive system that positions the City as an exemplary 

steward of this vital shared resource. Cloverdale is a fully metered system-wide, from our 

primary production facilities down to individual customer connections. We have also upgraded 

our infrastructure to a cloud-based Advanced Meter Infrastructure (AMI).  

 

This technology grants us near real-time data transparency, allowing us to continuously monitor 

unconstrained customer demands and immediately quantify usage against our conservation 

goals. Because we can detect trends instantly, the City possesses the unique capability to 

dynamically adjust our shortage response actions. We can intensify outreach or scale compliance 

enforcement the moment subbasin stress is detected. By actively maintaining a precise, data-

driven balance between customer demand and available physical supplies, Cloverdale ensures 

that our municipal operations do not overdraw or negatively impact the shared aquifer footprint 

we share with our neighbors in the unincorporated valley. 

 

In light of the combined use of this subbasin, we encourage the newborn district to embrace 

similar data transparency protocols to ensure responsible use of shared water resources, and 

ensure that future AVWD operations do not inadvertently disrupt the municipal supplies our 

residents depend on.  

 

On behalf of the City of Cloverdale, we respectfully request that the Commission approve the 

formation proposal only if these exact, protective terms and conditions remain fully intact. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Andres Marquez 

Councilmember  

 


