SONOMA LOCAL AGENCY FORMATION COMMISSION

111 SANTA ROSA AVE STE 240, SANTA ROSA, CA 95404
(707) 565-2577 www.sonomalafco.org

APPLICATION FOR SPECIAL DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVE

This application has been designed to provide pertinent information about each candidate applying for the
position of a Class | or Class Il Special District Representative to LAFCO. Class | districts include fire and
community service districts. Class Il districts include ambulance, cemetery, health and hospital, pest
control, recreation and parks, resource conservation, wastewater, and water districts.

Please read the application carefully and type your responses or print in ink.
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Have you attended LAFCO meetings? If yes, when?
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Please explain why you want to serve on the Sonoma Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO).
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From your perspective, explain the purpose of LAFCO:
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Please explain why you want to serve on the Sonoma Local Agency Formation
Commission (LAFCO).

| am aware that the current Commissioner that represents the County’s fire districts, Mark
Hemmendinger, will no longer be eligible due to the recent reorganization of the Rancho
Adobe Fire District. The opportunity to fill Commissioner Hemmendinger’s seat was
discussed at our May Board meeting and it was decided that it would be good for one of our
Northern Sonoma County Fire Protection District (North County Fire) Board members to
apply. We are aware that topic of fire district recrganizations at LAFCO, including
consolidations, annexations large and small, has been a primary source of LAFCO
applications in recent years. We also know that the whole topic of wildland fire hazard
reduction and response continues to evolve as the County of Sonoma considers its option
and the fire districts resolve how to provide these services within their respective
boundaries. '

Moreovaer, the North County Fire has recently processed two large annexations through
LAFCO for what was originally the Geyserville Fire Protection District, including the Knights
Valley Consolidation and the annexation of surrounding territory previously served by
County Service Area 40. These two reorganizations have made the North County Fire the
largest fire district by area in the County. | was involved in both reorganizations through the
LLAFCO process. Additionally, and going forward, the North County Fire and the Cloverdale
Fire Protection District, who have ‘functionally consolidated’ aspects of our common fire
protection services, are considering options for formal consolidation in the future. | have
been actively involved in our Board’s ad hoc committee regarding consolidation. Finally, we
are aware that provision of ambulance services in the north County presents an ongoing
challenge and opportunity forimprovement and integration of existing services provided by
the private sector.

Being the LAFCO Commissioner representing fire districts provides an opportunity for me
to bring my experience with LAFCO applications and knowledge regarding the nature of fire
protection services, including wildland fire hazard reduction and response, given that the
North County Fire is serving a technical and fiscal agent role implementing the Measure H
fire protection sales tax.

For all these reasons, | believe that | am a good candidate for the open Commissioner seat
representing all the County’s fire districts and the public interest broadly in efficient and
effective fire protection services.



From your perspective, explain the purpose of LAFCO:

LAFCO is an independent regulatory agency existing in California’s 58 Counties whose
legislative intent purpose is discouraging urban sprawl, preserving agricuttural and open-
space lands, and ensuring the logical, efficient formation and expansion of cities and
special districts as specified in the Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg (CKH) Local Government
Reorganization Act of 2000. Specific function includes regulating local agency boundary
chances including 1) annexations or detachments of land to/from cities or special districis;
2) incorporations of new cities; 3) formation of new special districts; and 4) consolidations
or dissolutions of local agencies. LAFCOs also establishes and periodically updates a
"Sphere of Influence" for every city and special district which defines the territory
surrounding the existing agency boundary where it can provide services in the future.






